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4 PLEASE STATE YOUR NAME, PLACE OF EMPLOYMENT, AND BUSINESS 
5 ADDRESS. 

6 My name is Bill Powers, P .E. I am the owner and principal of Powers Engineering, 

7 located at 4452 Park Boulevard, Unit 209, San Diego, CA 92116. 

8 PLEASE DESCRIBE YOUR QUALIFICATIONS FOR PROVIDING THIS 
9 TESTIMONY. 
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10 I am a registered professional engineer, with extensive knowledge and experience in the 

11 fields of energy and environmental engineering, air emissions control, and regional energy 

12 planning. A copy of my resume is included as Exhibit A to this testimony. 

13 WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THIS TESTIMONY? 

14 I submit this opening testimony on behalf of The Protect Our Communities Foundation 

15 ("PCF") who provides testimony (PCFPresentation), pursuant to Rule 14.3 of the Commission's 

16 Rules of Practice and Procedure, on actions the Commission can adopt by April 2021 to increase 

' 
17 energy supply and decrease demand during the peak demand and net demand peak hours in the 

18 event that a heat storm similar to the August 2020 storm occurs in the summer of 2021. 

19 My testimony details that California already has adequate energy supplies for the summer 

20 of 2021 with available resources. Consistent with the Scoping Memo's focus "on those actions 

21 that the Commission can adopt by April 2021 and that the parties can implement before or during 

22 the summer of 2021," 1 the short-term focus of the Commission should be on crafting measures to 

23 avoid further financial burdens on California's ratepayers caused by the activities of wholesale 

24 sellers and traders in the markets administered by the California Independent System Operator 

25 (CAISO). 

1 R.20-11 -003, Assigned Commissioner's Scoping Memo and Ruling (December 21, 2020), p. 1. 
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1 The Assigned Commissioner's focus on procurement must be accompanied by effective 

2 and aggressive use of the Commission's and the CAISO's existing authority to assure reliability, 

3 including measures to prevent physical and economic withholding and gaming. The August 2020 

4 blackouts should not be used as justification to fast-track new gas-fired procurement for the 

5 summer of 2021, especially without a factual record that supports any new procurement. 

6 

7 
8 
9 

I. AVAILABLE EVIDENCE INDICATES THAT THE MISMANAGEMENT OF 
AMPLE SUPPLIES CAUSED THE AUGUST 2020 BLACKOUTS, NO 
EVIDENCE SUPPORTS THE NEED FOR ADDITIONAL SUPPLY TO BE 
PROCURED FOR THE SUMMER OF 2021. 

10 The mismanagement of ample supplies by CAI SO during mid-August 2020 led to such 

1 I substantial load and supply impacts that it compromised grid reliability and resulted in rolling 

12 blackouts on August 14-15, 2020. The blackouts were initiated at actual demand levels below the 

13 CAI SO' s forecast 1-in-2 peak demand for the summer of 2020. 2 There was nothing exceptional 

14 or historic about the demand on the grid at the time of the blackouts. The Commission requires 

15 the load serving entities (LSE) to procure adequate resources to meet CA ISO' s summer peak 

16 demand forecast. As a result, ample supplies of electricity were available and under contract to 

17 meet demand on August 14-15, 2020. However, in the immediate wake of the blackouts, and 

18 prior to any investigation, CAI SO identified inadequate supply as the primary cause of the 

19 blackouts and dismissed improper market activity as a contributing factor. 3 

2 CAI SO, 2020 Summer Loads and Resources Assessment, May 15, 2020, p. 3 (Forecast summer l-in-2 
peak= 45,907 MW); CAI SO Today's Outlook website (click on Demand) (August 14, 2020 blackout 
initiated (18:36) = 45,716 MW; August 15, 2020 blackout initiated (18:20) = 44,662 MW), available at 
http://www.caiso.com/TodaysOutlook/Pages/default.aspx. 
3 Dale Kasler, California power prices have skyrocketed. Is this normal-or more Enron-style 
'manipulation'?, Sacramento Bee (August 19, 2020) ("But top ISO officials have said they've seen no 
evidence of anything improper. They're convinced the heat wave is largely driving conditions on the grid 
... Berberich said the commission has failed to implement a strict 'resource adequacy' regulation that 
would force the utilities to procure a greater share of their power in advance."), available at 
https :/ /w ww .sac bee. com/news/california/artic le245048 140. html. 
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